
I support media diversity
I am writing to you today to comment on Docket No. 02-277, 'The BiennialReview
of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules'. I entirely believe
that the FCC should retain all of the current media ownership rules now in
question. The public interest will best be served by preserving media
ownership rules in question in this proceeding.

The negative affects of media deregulation and consolidation on media
diversity are ignored in your commissioned studies.  While there may be
indeed more sources of media than ever before, the spectrum of views
presented are ever more limited. The FCC commissioned studies reflect a
pre-determined viewpoint, that of your market acolyte Chairman Powell,
ignoring any negative impacts.

In addition, I support the FCC's plan to hold a public hearing on this
matter in Richmond, VA in February 2003.  I think it is important for the
FCC to not only consider the points of view of those with a financial
interest in this issue, but also those with a social or civic interest. I
strongly encourage the Commission to hold similar hearings in all parts of
the country and solicit the widest possible participation from the public
which will be the most directly affected by the outcomes of these
decisions.

In a final orgy of media mergers, US citizen's exposure to open, informed
discussions with real and wide variety of viewpoints will be effectivly
eliminated. With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our
country, it is incumbent on the Commission to take the time to review
these issues not simply as market ideologists, but realistically,
thoroughly and with what these decisions will do to our children's
children's world.

Very Sincerely,

John F. Bigelow


